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PATENT APPLICATION 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re the Application of 

YoshiakiKOMATSU Group Art Unit: 2674 

Application No.: 09/819,920 Examiner: A. A. Zamani 

Filed: March 29, 2001 Docket No.: 108631 

For: INFORMATION RECORDING AND REPRODUCING APPARATUS 

AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Sir: 

In reply to the June 23, 2003 Office Action, please amend the above-identified 
application as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims; and 
Remarks. 
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Amendments to the Claims 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An information recording and reproducing apparatus, 
comprising: 

a recording mode selecting device that includes a recording position designating 
portion for designating a certain position in an input area; and 

a recording switch that outputs a recording start signal and a recording end signal of 
sound data in response to a switching of the switch; 

a coordinate on data detecting device that detects coordinate data of a position in the 
input area designated by the position designating portion; 

a designated coordinate data storing device that stores the coordinate data detected by 
the coordinate data detecting device as designated coordinate data; aad 

a written i nformation inputting device that includes an input nosition desip natinp; 

portion for inputting writte n information by designating a certain position in the input area, 
wherein the coordinate da ta detecting device detects coordinate data of a position designated 
by the position designatin g portion of the written information inputting device, wherein the 
written information inputti ng device further includes an erase designating portion for erasing 
the written information b y designating the certain position in the input area: and 

a sound data storing device that starts recording the sound data in association with the 
designated coordinate data in response to an output of the recording start signal and that ends 
recording in response to an output of the recording end signal. 

2. (Currently Amended) The information recording and reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising; 
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a written information inputting dovic e that inoludoo a input poaition designating 
portion for inputting written information by dooignatiug a - certam position in the input area, . 
wherein tho coordinato data detecting device detects coordinate data of a poaition designated 
by the position designating pnrtinn nf thn writ*™ infi^^on inputting devioc; and 

a written information storing device that stores the coordinate data of the written 
information inputting device as stroke data in association with the sound data by the 
designated coordinate data. 

3. (Original) The information recording and reproducing apparatus according to 
claim 2, wherein the written informati on storing device stores a plurality of sets of the stroke 
data in association with the sound data via the designated coordinate data, the apparatus 
further comprises: 

a playback mode selecting device that includes a playback position designating 
portion for designating a playback position in the input area and that outputs a playback start 
signal; and 

a sound data playback device that starts a playback of the sound data stored in the 
sound data storing device in association with one of the plurality of sets of stroke data via the 
designated coordinate data for a position designated by the playback position designating 
portion in response to an output of the playback start signal when the designated coordinate 
data is determined to be included in a range of the input area where the one of the plurality of 
sets of stroke data belongs. 

4. (Original) The information recording and reproducing apparatus according to 
claim 3, wherein the written information inputting device uses one end of a pen-type member 
as the input position designating portion, and the recording mode selecting device uses 
another end of the pen-type member as the recording designating portion. 
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5. (Original) The information recording and reproducing apparatus according to 
claim 3, wherein the written information inputting device and the recording mode selecting 
device share one end of a pen-type member as a common position designating portion and the 
pen-type member is provided with a switching device that selects a function of the pen-type 
member between the written information inputting device and the recording mode selecting 
device. 

6. (Original.) The information recording and reproducing apparatus according to 
claim 3, wherein the written information inputting device and the recording mode selecting 
device individually use one end of respective pen-type members as the input position 
designating portion and the recording position designating portion, respectively. 

7. (Original) The information recording and reproducing apparatus according to 
claim 3, wherein the recording switch is an on-off switch that is activated by the recording 
position designating portion making contact with the input area. 

8. (Currently Amended) A storage medium storing an information recording and 
reproducing program that can be read by a computer, the program comprising: 

a coordinate data detecting routine detecting coordinate data of a designated position 
on an input area designated by a recording position designating portion of a recording mode 
selecting device that outputs at least one of a recording start signal and a recording end signal 
of sound data by switching of a switch; 

a designated coordinate data storing routing storing the coordinate data detected by 
the coordinate data detecting routine as designated coordinate data;-aad 

a sound data storing routine starting recording of the sound data in association with 
the designated coordinate data in response to an output of the recording start signal, and 
ending recording in response to an output of the recording end signal s and 
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aa erasing detecting routine detecting coordinate data of a. designated position on the 

input area designated bv an erasure position designating portion of an erasing mode selecting 
device that outputs an erasing start signal bv switching the switch. 

9. (Original) The storage medium according to claim 8, wherein the coordinate 
data detecting routine that further detects coordinate data of a position designated by an input 
position designating portion of a written information inputting device; the program further 
comprises a written information storing routine that stores the coordinate data of the position 
designated by the written information inputting device as stroke data in association with the 
sound data using the designated coordinate data. 

10. (Original) The storage medium according to claim 9, wherein the written 
information storing routing stores a plurality of sets of the stroke data in association with the 
sound data using the designated coordinate data; and the program further comprises a sound 
data playback routine that starts a playback of the sound data stored in association with one of 
the plurality of sets of the stroke data by the designated coordinate data for a position 
designated by a playback position designating portion of the recording mode selecting device 
in response to an output of a playback start signal when the designated coordinate data is 
determined to be included in a range of the input area where the one of the plurality of sets of 
the stroke data belongs. 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) The information recording and reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 4+2, further comprising a sound data erasing device that erases the sound 
data if all of the written information is erased. 

13. (Original) The information recording and reproducing apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein the recording switch is disposed on the recording mode selecting device. 
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14. (Original) The information recording and reproducing apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein the recording switch is disposed on the input area. 
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REMARKS 

Claims 1-1 0 and 12-14 are pending in this application. By this Amendment, claims 1- 
2, 8 and 12 are amended and claim 1 1 is canceled. No new matter is added. Reconsideration 
based on the above amendments and the following remarks is respectfully requested. 

I. The Claims Define Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 144 are rejected under 35 U.S-C. §102(e) over U.S. Patent No. 6,529,920 Bl 
to Arons et al ("Arons"). This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Arons does not disclose a written information inputting device including "an erase 
designating portion for erasing the written information by designating the certain position in 
the input area" as recited in claim 1 from which claims 2-7 and 12-14 directly or indirectly 
depend. Moreover, Arons does not disclose "an erasing detecting routine detecting 
coordinate data of a designated position on the input area designated by an erasure position 
designating portion of an erasing mode selecting device that outputs an erasing start signal by 
switching the switch" as recited in claim 8 from which claims 9 and 10 directly or indirectly 
depend. 

Arons discloses a multimedia linking device automatically linking hand written notes 
made on a page to audio data, so that a user can take notes while observing a multimedia 
presentation and later review the notes and corresponding segments of the recorded 
multimedia presentation. However, Arons does not teach or suggest "an erase designation 
portion for erasing the written information" or "an erasing detecting routine., .that outputs an 
erasing start signal by switching the switch." 
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II. Conclusion 

For at least these reasons, it is respectfully submitted that this application is in 
condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance of claims 1-10 and 
12-14 are earnestly solicited. 

Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to 
place this application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to 
contact the Applicant's undersigned attorney at the telephone number set forth below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Paul F. Daebeler 
Registration No. 35,852 



James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 



JAO:PFD/al 



Date: [DRAFT] 
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